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Heima og heiman

Pura - Puridur Sigurdardéttir

Hugsa sér, ad alast upp hér i Laugarnesi! I dag er stadurinn ymsum borg-
arbtium afangi til utivistar og degradvalar — flestir bruna pé framhjé 4
hradbrautinni grunlausir um gildi hans. Svadid er 4 nittdruminjaskra og
friolyst ad hluta. Hvergi i borgarlandinu er jafn greid leid ad dsnortinni
ndttaru, aftur til fortidar og til sogu byggdar og busctuhdtta. Pad parf
réte adeins ad bera sig eftir pvi, ganga um, leita heimilda og sidast en ekki
sist imynda sér, pvi eins og vidast hvar hefur timinn I4tid sogu og nétturu
renna saman { eitt. Hsatdftir, héla og hedir mé greina { landinu, bugtir

og bétalegi { fjdrunni, og hugurinn fer 4 flug.

Hér { Laugarnesi hefur folk dtt heima allt fr4 landndmi; svo segja fornar
heimildir, sogur og jardarbekur. I Brennu-Njélssogu segir svo frd ad sjalf
Hallgerdur hafi varid @vikvoldinu { Laugarnesi og sé hér grafin. Hér var
kirkja og kirkjugardur par til séknin var sameinud démbkirkjusékn 4 18.
old. A 19. 61d var hér biskupsstofa, stersta his 4 landinu, en pad pétti

lélegt, samanber kvadid um Lekann { Laugarnesi;

Stormurinn { srofugrind
stéru fra sér ekur.

Dar md hafa perrivind

pegar ekki lekur.

Nt 4 dogum pekkir madur fullvel
nordanittina og pykir nég um ad
skjotast at { bil pegar verst blas.
Hvad p4 ad bua hér allan sinn aldur
i misjéfnu husnadi! Eftir biskups-
stofuna var byggdur spitali 4 nesinu,
gjof Dana tl Islendinga. Hann
var mikid mannvirki sem pjénadi
holdsveikum og sjukum allt til pess

ad bandariska herndmslidid yfir-

tok bygginguna og glopradi fra sér
{ bruna. T Laugarnesi var kampur
med tugum bragga og pangad flutt-
ist folk eftir ad stridinu lauk en byggingarnar hurfu smédm saman. Alltaf
st60 Laugarnesberinn 4 sinum hél, ummerki langvarandi busetu sem enn
md sj4, en husid sjalft var fjarlegt 4rid 1987. Med sidustu ibdum { pvi hisi
voru foreldrar og fjolskylda Puridar Sigurdardéttur, listmédlarans og song-

konunnar Puru.

Med verkum sinum 4 syningunni Heima og heiman bydur Pura okkur {
hugarheim barnsins sem 8lst upp { Laugarnesi. Par var hennar leikvollur

og er jafnvel enn. Hun hefur farid { fjirsjodsleit, rynt { grédurinn, tynt



steina { fjorunni og upplifad sogu stadarins 4 eigin skinni. Leikid sér vid

krakkana i nestu hisum, kynnst fjolskyldu listamannsins Sigurjéns og séd
f6lk og hiis koma og fara. Leid Puru hefur hédan legid { ymsar ctir pétee
Laugarnes megi segja ad s¢ nokkurs konar heimavéllur. Vid ndm { Lista-
haskélanum st6d hun vid tronurnar adeins spolkorn frd @skustddvunum.
Hun bj6 sér heimili { Gardaba en Laugarnesid er henni alltaf heima. Einn
er annar stadur sem han hefur sérstake daleti 4, pangad sem htn sekir
itrekad eins og hingad. Pad er Burfellsgja { Heidmérk. Einhvern veginn
ladast hiin ad umhverfinu par med peim hatti ad hun upplifir sig eins og
4 nyjum leikvelli. Par er étzmandi brunnur af undrum og uppgétvunum

sem veita henni dpekka hugarré og gomlu heimaslédirnar.

Hvad kemur fram { hugann pegar vid hugsum um heima? Er pad inni {
stofu hja pabba og mémmu, heimilid sem veitti skjol pegar kuldaboli bjé
til frostrdsir 4 raduna? Eda eru pad ndttira og umhvefi @skustodvanna
allri sinni dyrd? Atthagarnir, borgin, landid? Svo rambar madur stundum
4 stad par sem vekur vellidan, par sem manni finnst madur ciga heima.
Dessi tilfinning getur komid fram 4 ékunnum sl6dum erlendis eda 4 ferda-
I6gum um viderni islenskrar ndttiru. Tengslamyndun manneskjunnar
vid stadi er listaménnum étemandi brunnur rannsékna og vangaveltna.
Stadir taka ju stodugum breytingum eins og Laugarnesid ber merki, og
manneskjan er heldur aldrei sém. Mélverk Puru feta pessa sl6d, par sem
hid 4preifanlega og hid hverfula kallast 4. Minningar, imyndunarafl og
raunveruleiki renna saman { verkum sem ramba 4 morkum hins 6hlut-
bundna og hins hlutbundna, pess sem er tilkad abstrakt og raunsislega.
Hun dregur fram haldreipi af ymsum gerdum, litinn hlut, staka jurt, brot
af heild sem eru cins og pusl { éredri mynd sem aldrei er hagt ad kalla
fram { heild sinni. [ brotunum gefst tekiferi til ad nélgast b4 mynd, og

sem ahorfendur ad verkunum 6dlumst vid hlutdeild { henni.

Markis Pér Andrésson



Home and Away

bura - buridur Sigurdardéetir

Imagine growing up here in Laugarnes! Today, the place is a destination
for various city dwellers for outdoor activities and pastimes - however,
most pass by on the motorway without knowing its significance. The
area is on the natural heritage register and partially protected. Nowhere
in the city is there such an casy access to untouched nature, back to the
past and to the history of habitation and ways of living. You just have to
follow it, walk around, do a little bit of research and, most importantly,
imagine, because as in many places in Iceland, time has made history and
nature merge into one. Faded marks of house walls can be seen in the
land, hills and mounds, anchorage and boat dock by the shore, and the

imagination catches wind.

People have lived here in Laugarnes ever since settlement; so say ancient
sources, stories and land records. In the 13th century Saga of Njall, it is
said that Hallgerdur herself spent the evening of her life in Laugarnes and
is buried here. There was a church and a cemetery here until the parish
was united with the cathedral parish in the 18th century. In the 19th cen-
tury, there was a bishop’s house here, the largest building in the country,

but it was considered poor, holding neither wind nor rain, as described in

written sources from the time.




Nowadays, people get to know the North wind well enough on the way

from the house door to the car. Let alone living here your entire life in
unreliable housing! After the bishop’s habitat, a hospital was built here, a
gift from the Danes to the Icelanders. It was a large structure that served
lepers and the sick until the American occupation forces took over the
building during WWII and it burned down. In Laugarnes, there was a
military camp with dozens of barracks, and local people moved there
after the war ended, but the buildings gradually disappeared. The farm-
house of Laugarnes always stood on its own, on a hill that can still be
seen, serving as a reminder of a long-term residence, but the house itself
was removed in 1987. Among the last residents of that house were the

parents and family of Puridur Sigurdardéttir, the painter and singer Pura.

With her works at the exhibition Home and Away, Pura invites us into the
world of the child who grew up in Laugarnes. Her playground was here
and still is. She has gone on a treasure hunt, scrutinized the vegetation,
gathered stones in the beach and experienced the history of the place first
hand. She played with the kids in the next houses, got to know the artist
Sigurj6én Olafsson’s family and saw people and houses come and go. From
here, Pura’s route has led in various directions, although Laugarnes can be
said to be a sort of home ground. While studying at the University of the
Arts, she stood by the easel just a stone’s throw from her roots. She made
ahome in Gardaber, but Laugarnes continues to be home for her. She has

found another place that she feels specially connected to, where she goes



repeatedly like to Laugarnes.This is Burfellsgjd in Heidmork. Somehow
she is attracted to the environment there in such a way that she feels like
she is in a new playground. There she has found an inexhaustible well of

wonders and discoveries that give her a similar peace of mind as the old

childhood grounds.

What comes to mind when we think of home?Is it inside mom and dad’s
living room, the home that was shelter when the North wind created
frost roses on the window? Or is it nature and the surroundings of the
youth in their entire splendour? The origins, the city, the country? Then
sometimes you come across a place that makes you feel good -~ where
you feel at home. This feeling may come over you in unfamiliar places
abroad, or on trips through the wilderness of Icelandic nature. The rela-
tionship between people and places is an inexhaustible source of research
and speculation for artists. Places are constantly changing, as the history
of Laugarnes shows, and people are never the same either. Pura’s paint-
ings follow this path, where the tangible and the fleeting are called upon.
Memories, imagination and reality merge in works that straddle the
boundaries between the ephemeral and the objective, the abstract and
the realistic. She brings out references of various kinds, a small object, a
single herb; fragments of a whole that are like a puzzle in an ambiguous
image that can never be evoked in its entirety. Through the fragments,
there is an opportunity to approach that image, and as viewers of Pura’s

works, we get a glimpse into it too.

Markis Pér Andrésson




