Bara Grimsdottir is a singer and composer who has been performing the trad-
itional songs of Iceland for many years. She grew up surrounded by folk
songs, hearing her parents and grand parents singing at the family farm Grims-
tunga in Vatnsdalur in the north of Iceland. When the family moved to the
capital, Reykjavik, her parents became members of the Kveedamannafélagio
I0unn, the society dedicated to preserving the old singing and poetry traditions
of Iceland, and Bara was taken along to their meetings and outings.

Bara has a special interest in the old ‘rimur’ and ‘kveedalég’ styles of song,
but she is also knowledgeable about and performs songs in a range of other
traditional forms, both secular and religious. She has performed widely with
Sigurdur Runar Jonsson and Njall Sigurdsson and as a member of the group
‘Embla’ in Europe and North America.

Chris Foster grew up in Somerset, in the Southwest of England, where he first
heard and started singing traditional songs. Over the past 30 years he has per-
formed all over Britain, Europe and North America establishing a reputation
as a fine and distinctive performer of English traditional songs. Tales of rom-
ance, magic, murder, liquor, love, adultery and cross-dressing, each song is a
story.

Chris is an accomplished guitarist who has the knack of producing
inventive and sensitive guitar accompaniments that illuminate the songs he
sings without overwhelming them. In recent years he has been increasingly in
demand as an accompanist on other people’s recordings.

It was in 2000, while Bara was singing at the Baring-Gould Folk Festival
in Devon, that she met Chris and they started to explore the possibilities of
combining his open tuned style of guitar playing with the modal melodies of
Bara’s Icelandic songs. The resulting combination is a spell binding mix.

Over the past 4 years Bara and Chris have performed at festivals and
concerts and on radio in England, Scotland, Ireland and the USA as well as in
Iceland. In June 2004 they released the acclaimed CD, Funi.

,,Singly, each singer is a great presenter of the music of a native island, but
as a duo with great skill and musicality, they transform the music of their
islands into universals.”
From the review of Bara and Chris’ concert for the Folk Society of Greater
Washington, July 2004.

Kaffistofa safnsins er opin ad tonleikum loknum
The cafeteria is open after the concert
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Bara Grimsdottir
song- og kvaedakona og
kjoltuhorpuleikari

Chris Foster

songvari og gitarleikari
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Bara Grimsdéttir songkona og tonskald hefur um langt arabil verio flytjandi
islenskra pjodlaga og kvaedalaga. Hin 6lst upp vid kvedskap og song foreldra
sinna og afa og dmmu i Grimstungu i Vatnsdal. Pegar fjolskyldan flutti sudur
til Reykjavikur gerOust foreldrar hennar félagar i Kvaeedamannafélaginu Iounni
og for Bara jafnan med peim 4 fundi og i sumarferdir félagsins.

Bara hefur sérstakan dhuga a rimum og kvaedalogum en hefur einnig kynnt
sér hinn fjolbreytilega pjodlagaarf lidinna alda, baedi veraldlegan og triar-
legan. Han hefur sungid med Sigurdi Rinari Jonssyni og Njali Sigurdssyni og
pjodlagahopnum Emblu og hafa pau komid fram 4 tonleikum 4 Islandi og vida
i Evropu og Nordur Ameriku.

Chris Foster 6lst upp i Somerset 4 sudvestur Englandi. bPar heyroi hann fyrst
ensk pjoolog sungin og leikin og par hof hann tonlistarferil sinn. Hann hefur
i prja aratugi komid fram & tonleikum vida & Bretlandseyjum, Evropu og
Nordur Ameriku og skapad sér sess sem frabaer flytjandi enskrar pjodlaga-
tonlistar. Med sinum sérstaka stil flytur hann songva sina um svo 6lik efni sem
romantik, galdra, mord, afengi, astina, hjuskaparbrot og kleedskiptinga. Hvert
lag er sérstok saga.

Chris er feer gitarleikari sem galdrar fram namar og smekklegar gitar-
utsetningar sem falla vel ad 16gunum sem hann syngur an pess ad ofskreyta
pau. A undanférnum arum hefur hann verid eftirséttur sem undirleikari i
upptékum hja ymsum tonlistarménnum.

bad var 1 oktober arid 2000, pegar Bara song a Baring-Gould hatidinni i
Devon a4 Englandi, ad pau Chris hittust fyrst. Sidan pa hafa pau unnid ad pvi
a0 flétta saman hid sérstaka tonmal islensku laganna vid hinn enska stil, par
sem leikid er 4 gitarinn i mismunandi opnum stillingum. Utkoma pessarar
samvinnu er vaegast sagt heillandi.

Sidastlidin fjogur ar hafa Bara og Chris komid saman fram 4 ymsum
hatidum, tonleikum og i Gtvarpi 4 Islandi, Englandi, Skotlandi, irlandi og i
Bandarikjunum. I jini 2004 gafu pau ut geisladiskinn Funi og hafa fengid
mikid lof fyrir hann.

»Pau eru hvort um sig frabeerir flytiendur peirrar tonlistarhefoar sem pau eru
sprottin ur. Sem duett tekst peim af einstakrvi kunndttu og tonlistarncemi ad
umbreyta tonlist eyjanna sinna i heimstonlist.

Ur ritdémi um ténleika Baru og Chris sem haldnir voru fyrir Pjodlagafélagid i
Washington i juli 2004

Efnisskra / Programme

Konan blessud
Gef10 pi0 mér i staupi strax
Lilja

The Grey Cock
The Gypsy Countess
Mitt var starfio

Hardar glimur
Reisubzn

Bar svo til i byggdum
Funi

Modir min 1 kvi kvi
The Cruel Mother

The Fowler

Heimi er fari0 ad halla
Morgunben

Hyr gledur hug min

Blessed Lady

Give me a dram of wine
Lily ,

ljod / text Eysteinn Asgrimsson
Grai haninn
Sigaunagreifynjan

My Work
1joo / text Theodora Thoroddsen

A Hard Fight

1jod / text Grimur H. Ldrusson

Travelling hymn
ljood / text Hallgrimur Pétursson

Once upon a time
ljod / text Guobrandur Einarsson

Fire
1jod / text Pjeturina B. Johannsdottir

Mother in the Sheepfold
Grimma médirin
Fuglaveidimadurinn

The World is Waning

1j6d / text Scemundur Magnusson Holm

Morning Prayer
ljood / text Hallgrimur Pétursson

Being tipsy makes me happy
1j6d / text Olafur Jénsson

Oll 16gin eru pj6dldg og textarnir eru pjodkvaedi nema hofunda sé getid hér.
All tunes are traditional and texts are traditional unless otherwise stated.
Utsetningar eftir / arrangements by Bara Grimsdottir & Chris Foster



